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THE GREAT STORM
[Tallahassee, Aug. 23-24, 1851]

When we * went to press last week, the 23rd, we
mentioned that a storm was raging which threatened to be very disastrous. It grew to be even more
disastrous than we anticipated. Such an one has
not been felt here within the memory of man.
Neither that of 1843, which destroyed Port Leon,
nor the one of 1837, was so violent and terrible. It
lasted from an early hour of the morning on Saturday [August 23] till near the dawn on Sunday - at
first the wind blowing in squalls more or less frequent from the East, then about noon Saturday going around Southward, and increasing in violence
and long continued blasts till it rose to a furious
gale, which was about its worst at two o’clock nest
morning, and after that gradually abating till daylight. It was’ raining nearly all the while in great
torrents. Trees of all sorts and sizes were broken
down or torn from their roots, and those that remained were rudely -stripped of their limbs and
much of their foliage.- Houses were unroofed, some
blown down, and others greatly injured, and fences
generally in whole or in part were thrown to the
earth. Altogether, the scene as it presented itself
on Sunday morning was a vast chaos of destruction and of entangled streets and yards.
The tin roof of the Capitol was torn off, a window
blown in, much of the glass broken, and several of
the rooms drenched with water-but the books and
archives were very little injured. Captain Bond’s
Warehouse was left a complete wreck. The “Exchange’’ buildings unroofed and badly injured.
*Floridian and Journal, Tallahassee, August 30, 1851.
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Towle’s house gable end smashed in. The Livery
Stables, the stores on McMullin’s corner, Mr. R.
Hayward’s new stores, the new stores of Walker
and Shine, and probably others were unroofed.
The Hoc building, formerly occupied for the Floridian office, partly unroofed and much injured. The
Market House prostrated. Many other houses
sustained damage; and in nearly every store some
goods were wet from leaking, in some of them badly
so. We have heard of no dwelling house that was
seriously hurt, except from the intrusion of the rain,
which it seemed no roof could prevent.
We cannot undertake to estimate the loss the
storm has caused. All through the country, besides
prostrating innumerable forest trees, there has been
vast damage. Crops of Corn and Cotton are blown
into the utmost confusion, and there will be immense loss in consequence.
*
*
*
FURTHER

PARTICULARS

We learned that the storm was more violent
North and Northwest than in this vicinity. In
Gadsden County, much damage has been done.
About one out of five of the tobacco barns has been
demolished, and the cotton plants broken down and
the bolls whipped off. In Quincy, the Masonic Hall,
Mr. Wilson’s and Mrs. Burnley’s dwellings, and
the Baptist Church, and several other buildings
were blown down. Many other buildings were seriously damaged. No lives were lost.
Railroad & Terminus. - We learn that the Railroad, which was washed up from the. wharf to Holt's
Hotel, will be rebuilt by tonight. The Ware-houses
were very little injured. Five or six hundred dollars will repair the whole loss. The damage to goods
in store is said to be not more than a thousand or
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twelve hundred dollars. It is painful to record the
losses of Mr. Spencer and Dr. Hines whose stores
were nearby. Their houses with all contents were
swept off.
*
*
*
We have had but one mail - a very small one this week in consequence of the impassability of
the roads. In every direction they are covered over
with fallen timber, and the one from Quincy which
brings the chief mail, has lost the bridge over Little
River. As our mails can come no other way, a pony
purse was made up for Mr. Fillmore, who started
for Quincy yesterday to bring it through.
*
*
*
T HE

STORM

ON

THE

COAST

Newport and St. Marks both suffered severely
and though the lighthouse stood, those who were
there had a terrible time of it. The fourteen or
fifteen who were there had made up their minds
that they would be swept away. As to the damage
at St. Marks it is melancholy to contemplate.-Many
who owned little else had their houses and the contents drifted off, and they are now without homes
and almost without the means of subsistence. But
the gentleman who suffered the greatest loss was
our friend R. T. Brickett Esq. Deputy Collector.
The house in which he lived was carried away, and
scattered along the river banks for two miles up.
It took everything of value, even the clothing of
himself and family. Those who have enjoyed the
sea shore and the pleasures at Shell Point, will regret to hear that not even a vestige of the houses
which once knew them remains upon the beach.
Crops and Weather. From every quarter the
crops are reported to be very greatly damaged by
the gale. Everything lies prostrate and inextric272
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ably tangled. Scarcely any planter we have seen
counts upon more than half a crop of cotton. The
tobacco crop of Gadsden was wellnigh destroyeda great part of that which was gathered being in
houses were blown down, and that which was standing being mangled beyond recovery. The turpentine plantations also suffered severely.
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